[Dientamoeba fragilis and dientamoebiasis: aspects of clinical parasitology and laboratory diagnosis].
The flagellate Dientamoeba fragilis is a potential intestinal pathogen of humans. It is probably undervalued overall because its identification relies on permanent stains directly on fresh fecal specimens (Giemsa) or preserved in PVA or SAF (Trichrome or Iron-hematoxylin). During 1999 we processed stoll samples of 151 subjects and we searched also D. fragilis. We processed 105 cases of enteritis (82 children and 23 adults) and 46 samples of formed stools to investigate only for intestinal parasites (12 children and 34 adults). The microscopical observations were made on smears directly in saline solution, and after Dobell solution, MIF and Giemsa stained. Iron hematoxylin and trichrome stains were performed in some circumstances only. D. fragilis was observed in 11.3% of cases, 7.6% among the group of enteritis and 13.8% among the other subjects. These positive 17 cases were observed more often among adults (76.5% of cases) than among children (23.5%). In our study area D. fragilis seems more frequent than Giardia intestinalis and represents the third important intestinal parasite, following Enterobius vermicularis (children) and Strongyloides stercoralis (elders).